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1 Background

Since past seven years, VAAGDHARA has been organizing tribal sovereignty campaigns in
VAAGAD region with different approaches ensuring participation of tribal communities. Initiative
began inten villages with objectives to understand and mainstream development priorities and
sovereignty issues of the communityin year 2014. Over a period of time, reaching out to community
for dialogue, campaigns havebecome an important method of the organization. It helps
usunderstand issues that demand planning with community institutions. Campaign took different
forms where road march, night meetings (ratrichaupal), meeting with specific groups (women &
children) were organised with village level community institutions. These discussions focused on
various issues of rights and entitlements of the people. Issues encompassed understanding of their
livelihood resources, traditional wisdoms and practices covering range of major themes of
agriculture, education, children, women empowerment and much more. All through the last decade,
series of such events both major and minor, from village level meetings to weeks long Yatra
(march) to a big fat “Agriculture and Tribal SovereinityConlave” where thousands of farmers (both
men and women) and community leaders participate actively are organised in this series.
Participants prepare their demand charters to place before different government and non-
government stakeholder for changes in policy.

Experiencing diverse learning through this journey, number of traditional practices, resources,
legacy, cultural inheritance and ideological wisdom of community have been indentified along with
vulnerable areas acting as impendiments.All this needed attention and desired action from the
community. While keeping all this in mind, a march began on birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi Ji on 2™ Oct 2021. This march also known as “saving tribal inheritance and sovereignty
campaign” (VIRASAT SWARAJ YATRA) has been designed and executed with concept of

understand the contradictions in concurrent development approach and sovereignty (fF==Ter

TaEa<TsT). The modern development approach is contradictory to sovereignty and conservation of
the resources, cultural and ideological inheritance resulting in increased vulnerability on various
fronts.
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2 Introduction to Virasat- Swaraj Yatra- 2021-22
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The limited understanding  of
inheritance (virasat) and heritage
outside tribal communitieshas been
explored from different angles. The

inseparable relationship between the |

conservation of inheritance and self-
dependency (swaraj) in development
actions has been recognized during its
course. It may include forest, water
resources, your soil, seeds, culture,
thoughts and ideas, beliefs, a banyan
tree in village and much more.
Largely, it is both material and
immaterial ways of life that has
sustained tribal communities over

Figure 1Tradional wisdom

centuries only by their inherent acts of adopting those ways.But,when modern development
approaches were perceived as only solution to issues affecting communities, it was found that these
conversely give minimal attention to conservation of our inheritance, self-dependency/self-
sufficiency within and among communities. Since, modern development practices havelittle
effectiveness and suatainable impact, if “progess& growth” ignores protection of our collective
inheritance while disregarding the idea of SWARAJ. The belief that conservation and protection of
our inheritance (VIRASAT) and consequently attaining SWARAJ is near to impossible without

putting significant efforts into it.

In continuation to previous community level campaigns, Virasat Swaraj Yatra 2020-21 has been
planned and conducted with the objectives to sensitize communities and other stakeholders on the
importance of protecting rich legacy/ inheritance and become self-dependent.
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Coverage: The campaign (Yatra) began on October 2" by commemorating birthday of Mahatma
Gandhi at VAAGDHARA campus Kupda in Banswara district of Rajasthan. Members from other
civil society organizations collaborated with VAAGDHARA to lead this nationwide campaign. Mr.
Rajendra Singh Rana alias WatermanfromTarun Bharat Sangh and Asaha Ben also joined on this
occasion. A route mapcovering 12 blocks of vaagad region pitching thousands of family members
inmore than 1000 from 2™ of Oct 2021 to 21% of Oct 2021 was planned and implemented. In
Vaagad, the campaign was culminated on 21% of Oct. 202, but sovereignty march moving ahead in
other states with participation of othercivil society organizations and their respective communities
engaged with them.Yatra began locally linked its implications innational and international domains
to garner support for advocating issues of conservation of our heritage and securing sovereignty.

During the campaign, a team of community institutions and facilitators reached tovillage of blocks
and communicated ideas of yatra and held discussions with people. The village level institutions,
women groups, and children joined yatrain villages by conducting public meetings and distributing
pamphlets. Progessing through each block, yatra held a large meeting at one central village of the
block convenient for all campaigners. This meeting is centerstage of heritage and inheritance of that
block. People brought locally found biodiversity and seeds in this meet.Exhibitions showcased by
people showed remarkable evidence of inheritance, seed diversity and traditional wisdoms.

3 Foundational Areas of Dialogue in Virasat Swaraj Yatra

Virasat Swaraj Yatradrawedcertain  circles "
around which discussions were held during
entire campaign. These included areas which are "
direct relation to tribal communities and should
be communicated everyone around the world.
These areas include Jal Swaraj, Mitti Swaraj,
Beej Swaraj, Van Swaraj, Food and Nutritional
Sovereignity and above all Vaicharik Swaraj. All
these areas are considered of great importance
during this march to raise conciuosness among
people about their collective heritage that needs
to be protected and conserved for future
generation to cherish. Each topic is discussed
below with fundamental questions that have
been raised in discussion with people to raise an
inner awareness among them.
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3.1 Jal Swaraj

During the Virasat Swaraj Yatra, water was one of most important issue that was discussed.
Various relevant questions asked to people. Are we conserving and maintaining our water resources
in sustainable way? What is the status of our water sources? What is the water conservation system
at the local level presently? What methods of water conservation have been adopted by farmers of
village? What is the importance of water in life? Are policies and schemesfor water conservation
and management are in synchronization with local needs of people?

3.2 Beej Swaraj

What is the importance of traditional seeds and landraces in our farming system? What practices
help farmers to obtain healthy traditional seeds for agriculture? How many farmers
areusingimproved traditionalseeds? Do farmers in villages follow the practice of tranditional seed
conservation and exchange among themselves? What are the traditional methods for treatment of
seeds? How many of farmers are practicing the traditional methods of seed treatment? Can we
improve traditional landraces by locally available wisdom with people for ensuring our livehood?

3.3 Van Swaraj

What importance do forests have in our life? Do you protect it or not? If protected, what methods
are adopted by community locally? Do you obtain forest produce? How are you saving this forest
produce locally? What are major forest conservation practices followed by our ancestors?What
changes are noticed in measures adopted by communities at present compared to earlier times?
What are special provisions and policies in tribal area under Forest Rights Act. Do current policies
and legislations helpful in conservation of forests and incur benefits to the local communities?

3.4 Mitti Swaraj

What difference is observed in quality of soil over past 3 to 4 decades? Does soil in farms contains
living organisms like earthworm that positively increases its productivity? Is it useful to make soil
alive? How can the soil be made alive? What are the methodsadopted? Have we maintained the soil
conditions/ health as it was passed on to our generation. What measures are required to improve and
regain our soil? If current use of fertilizers and chemicals are causing harm to soil health, what
measures will you adopt to mitigate in this situation? Are people aware of methods for soil
conservation? To what extent farmers are using organic fertilizers?

3.5 Food and Nutrition Swaraj

Have you heard of milltes like Bavta/Kang/Kuri/China/Kodo? How people in earlier days tend to
use them? How are they cultivated? Does anyone cultivate them now? Do tribal cultures have
anything to do with these crops? Does consumption of millets seemed health for us? Why they are
not cultivated on a large scale presently? What is the reason? Are their seeds available? What do
you all think about prevalence of diseases these days among in people? How many children are
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malnourished in your village? What efforts are being made to reduce the prevalence of
malnutrition? What is the difference between self-grown and market-bought food?

3.6 Vaicharik Swaraj (Thoughts and Ideological Sovereignty)

What do you mean by thoughts/ideological Swaraj? How much respect is given to each other's
views in our community? Is there ever any ideological difference? If yes, what is the reason? What
is importance of people’s participation in village development? Do people in villages provide space
to poorest amongst the poor to putforth their voice? Why is Gram Sabha needed? What do you
mean by '‘Gram Swaraj' and how can it be adopted?

During open discourses the major issues addressing the theme of the campaign many other allied
issues are discussed in detail viz;what relation does a tribal family hold with animals? Which
animals do we keep, is there any relation to the risks of our life with them? Does animal husbandry
reduce the risk to the farmer? Does animal husbandry have anything to do with agriculture? Is there
any scope for improvement in animal husbandry?

Discussion also oriented on role of community in the protection of children's rights. What efforts
are being made by community for child friendly environment in villages? Are we talking beyond
enrolment of children and asking for quality education? How will you make your village a child
friendly and facilitate children enjoy their rights?

Do we have required schooling infrastructure and support system? What we can do for that? How
many children go to study outside village? Do girls also go to study in other villages? At what age
marriage happens in village? Does community understand the child labor? How many Anganwadis
are there in village? Does children upto the age of 6 years associated with the Anganwadi?

4 Areas of discussion during Virasat Swaraj Yatra by Janjatiye Swaraj

Sangathans
Over the entire course of yatra, several issues were discussed related to heritage and inheritance
with people. Major learning from the discussion can be enlisted in the form of below areas. These
are also instrumental to VAAGDHARA as we have been putting efforts from several years for
promotion and protection of these practices.

I. Recognition and mapping of local crop biodiversity and opportunities

ii. Soil Health

iii. Water use and conservation

Iv. Food and Nutritional issues

V. Traditional Knowledge & Inheritance Revival/Conservation (Revival of haat,
Halma, Notra)

Vi. Forest Management and Conservation
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4.1 Mapping of local crop biodiversity and opportunities

Virasat  Swaraj  Yatra initiated
discussion  on  conserving  crop
biodiversity. Usage of many landraces
are found to be reduced in villages
some time back.These are either not in
farmingpractice or gone completely out
of cultivation from past two decades.
The local crop and vegetation diversity
has an important role in supporting g
sustainable farming and environmental |
system. These form a self-sustained 3 il SR ,
system, where farmers were Figure 2 Seed exhibition in Biodiversity camp completely’

self-reliant.fortunately, few farming families and people in villages are still conserving local
biodiversity. Thus, the issue of conservation of biodiversity through number of actions have been
discussed and planned by the community institutions. Farmers are now adopting the seed
conservation and exchange practices. The planning of community seed management system is
completed by sangatahns and women groups. They are going all out in 1000 villages in phased
manner in coming three years with a plan to establish Community Managed Seed System with the
help of women groups in villages under the mentorship of sangathans. All important varieties are
mapped and assessed along with degree of threat by extinction. The germ plasm of rare or unknown
local seed races will be registered with the Government gene bank for research and recognition
purpose. Local farmer varieties will be identified and brought into the legal recognition as farmers
varities of seed.

Seed diversity exhibition remains one of the major attractions during Virasat Swaraj Yatra. The
seeds, fruits and plant parts of the many rare types of millet, vegetables, fruits and medicinal plants
were brought to the exhibition by the farmers. The seeds exchange was observed among farmers.
Some rare types of vegetable and grains were not even known to young farmers participating in
yatra.

List of seeds and other parts exhibited during the yatra.

S.No | Name of Crop Plant S.No | Name of Crop Plant part
part

A Major  Millet and B Small Millets
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Grains

1 Maize White (Dhaoli) Seed 1 Pearl Millet (Bajri) Seed
2 Maize Yellow (PeeliSathi | Seed 2 Finger Millet Seed
)
3 Maize (Gangdi) Seed 3 Proso Millet Seed
4 Maize Doodh Mogar Seed 4 Fox tail millet Seed
5 Maize (Kantli) Seed 5 Little Millet Seed
6 Maize Hybrid Seed 6 Kodo Millet 411
7 Paddy (Patharya) Seed C Pulses nr
8 Paddy (KaaliKamod) Seed 1 Black Gram Seed
9 Paddy (Zeera) Seed 2 Green Gram Seed
10 Paddy (Kolam/ | Seed 3 Gram Seed
Kolambo)
11 Wheat (desi tukdi) Seed 4 Red Gram (Tuvar) Seed
12 Barley Seed 5 Cow Pea Seed
13 Sorhgam (Jawar) Desi Seed 6 Sweet Pea Seed
P Oll Seeds 4.1.3 4141415 4.1.6
1 Sesame Seed 3 Pea nuts Seed
2 Soyabean Seed 4 Brasica (Sarson) Seed
D Oil Seeds Al F Vegetables i
1 Sesame Seed 1 Cucumber Fruit
2 Soyabean Seed 2 Bottle Guard Fruit
3 Pea nuts Seed 3 Bitter Guard Fruit
4 Brasica (Sarson) Seed 4 Snake Guard Fruit
E Spices nr 5 Kikoda (Spine Guard) Fruit
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1 Coriander Seed 6 Ladfinger (desi) Okra Fruit
2 Fenugreek Seed 7 Lady finger (desi) Okra Seed
3 Ginger Rhizome |8 Brinjal (desi) Fruit
4 Turmeric Rhizome |9 Toamto (desi) Fruit
5 Chilli Fruit 10 Balod desi Fruit & seeds
6 Mint Leaf 11 Torai Fruit
7 Onion Bulb 12 Cluster bean (Guvaarfali) Pods
8 Gralic Bulb 13 Gram leaf Tender leaf
14 Beet Roots Roots
4.1.10 4.1.11 4.1.12
15 Radish Roots
4.1.13 4.1.14 4.1.15
16 Kaachri Fruit
4.1.16/ 4.1.17 4.1.18
G. Desi/ Local seasonal Naturally Growing
Vegetable 4.1.19 4.1.20 4.1.21
1 Dhimda Dry leaf H. Fruits
4.1.22
2 Rajan Dry leaf 1 Papaya Fruit
3 Lunia Dry Leaf |2 Banana Fruit
4 Air Potato (areetha) Bulb 3 Ber Fruit
5 Wild Torai Fruit 4 Sitafal (Custered apple Fruit
6 Bokna 5 Gujava Fruit
4.1.23
6 Lemon Fruit
4.1.24/ 4.1.25 4.1.26
7 Rare Lemon (Giant | Fruit
4.1.27) 4.1.28 4.1.29 Lemon)

4.2 Maintaing Soil Health for Future Generations
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Swaraj Yatra has been useful in identifying issue of degrading soil in region. Throughout the
campaign soil remaineda major topic of discussion. Land degradation due to changes in farming
practices were discussed and understood by thousands of the farmers. Exhibitions of soils from
different villages in events along with seeds and other articles percolated a message among about
importance of soil.During yatra, soil was worshiped as mother and considered as a living entity
giving life not only to us but to living being above its surface. It nurtures millions of lives under and
above the surface that makes it alive. Unfortunately, use of excessive chemical fertilizers,
poisonous substances, chemical wastes, dumping of industrial wastes and many other human
activities like over grazing, deforestation, erosion by wind and water, frequent flooding and
excessive irrigation, use of deep ground water, salinization etc. are immense negative effects on
soil. The degradation in soil health is directly impacting lives of farmers by reducing the
productivity.

Sangathans and farmers from VAAGAD region have planned to act upon the issue affirmatively.
Commuinity Institutions which involves sangathans, women group (Saksham Samooh), VDCRC
members along with SWARAJ MITRA are actively organizing soil health awareness programmes
in each hamlet.Sensitization of communityfor protecting and improving soil health is take people in
mission mode. Community also understood the importance of Ecologically Harmonised Village
Development Plans in achieving desired results in conserving soil health. Sangathan leaders
through Janjatiye Vikas Manch also resolved policy advocacy initiatives for the purpose. They are
approaching to authorities in government to have soil health card and testing facilities at Panchayat
level besides demanding for more allocation of resources and investments villages and panchayats
for soil conservation interventions.

4.3 Water use and conservation (Action for Jal Swaraj)

Virasat Swaraj Yatra has identified issues regardingavailability and access of water by the farming
community in entirevaagad region. In this region, many families are dependent only through rainfed
agriculture and consequently able to reap only single major crop in the entire year. It makes them
vulnerable and livelihood security is compromised leading to propensity of migration. In some parts
of this region, network of irrigation canals by Mahi dam supplies water but villages towards tail end
of canals are deprived of water supply for irrigation.Many a times, farmers encounter loss of their
crops due insufficient or no supply of water during rabi season. Additionally, these canals also need
repair and maintenance due to some permanent damages. Sangathans have raised demand in this
regard to minister of water resources for extension and repair of canals. They have been able
advocate their issue and convinced the authorities for repair and extension of the irrigation canals.
The minister committed investment plan of rupees 2000 crores for repair of exiting canals by
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construction of nearly 50 kilometers network of new canals and distributaries covering most of the
villages of VAGAD region. At micro level where the canal network may not reach, minister also
promised to construct small water bodies mean for irrigation at village level. 100 small anicuts and
checkdams are proposed on demand of sangathans and JanjatiyeVikas Manch. In gramsabhas,
VDCRC are also submitted EHVDP plans proposing individual land-based farm ponds and micro-
irrigation systems under convergence plans from MGNREGA, department of horticulture and
Agriculture.

4.4 Food and nutritional security of tribal families

Food and Nutrition related issues were discussed during Virasat Swaraj Yatra. The region though
faces lack of food security in general but itexacerbated during COVID-19 pandemic. Although,
community has shown greater resilience through indigenous practices like saving seeds and drying
vegetables for their consumption. Some even extended support to neighbors as well. The long-term
action for accessing employment in MGNREGA was initiated by Sangathan and VAAGDHARA to
ensure food security among families. Farmers have also adopted mixed cropping to have most of
the crops cultivated at local level.

Nutritional aspectsare highly related to children and women. Anemia and malnutrition remain one
of the prominent issues in community. The issue was discussed and taken up by Sangathan on large
scale. Being very poor in nutritional standards, whole VAAGAD region is found to have thousands
of children and women living in malnourishment. A strategic term plan was prepared by Sangathan
and VAAGDHARA at micro level to work for the eradication of nutritional deficiency/
malnutrition among children and women.

A pilot programme was prepared by Sangathan and VAAGDHARA with District Administration,
Department of Health, and ICDSwas launchedthrough supplementary nutritional campaign in five
blocks and 750 villages covering all undernourished children after taking baseline through
anthropometric measurements. A month-long nutrition campaign resulted in positive outcomes with
70% of children coming out of malnourished category. Understanding the potential of the
intervention, district administration has decided to scale up this campaign on large scale with the
help of Sangathan and VAAGDHARA.

As part of long-term strategic action, farmers from all 1000 villages of Sangathanestablished
nutrition garden for cultivating vegetables. For lean periods, farmers have also started preserving
dry vegetables and pulses to fulfil household needs.

4.5 Conservation of Traditional Knowledge, Culture, Heritage and Inheritance
(Revival of haat bazaar, Halma, Notra)
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Public meetings during Virasat Swaraj Yatra proved to begreat platform for discussing and sharing
traditional knowledge and practices followed by peoplein villages. Participants shared many such
practices followed by community to help each other and reduce drudgery. Halma (voluntary
labour) was organized by people for cleaning village drainage system, cleaning of common ponds
and wells. Participants also shared about pooling financial resources to help on certain occasions
through organizing Notra. These common efforts were helping community to maintain a bond of
trust and love with each other. They never required any external labor or help for doing many such
works. Community also has institutionalized a practice haat bazaar to facilitate the exchange of
goods locally on fixed one day of week. All local commodities were exchanges among people
through this. During this campaign, community institutions have come forward to revive most of
such practices like Halma, Notra, haat bazaar etc.

4.6 Community Forest Management and conservation

Forest based resources constitutes one of the major livelihood of the community in this region. The
tribal community is known to live in harmony with forests and wildlife. They are often considered
conservers of forest and nature. However, with changing pattern of livelihood and unfavorable
government policies most forests are degrading. During yatra, it was shared by many community
members that, certain good examples of community managed forests under Joint Forest
Management programmes still exist among us. With an arrangement of the benefit sharing and use
of the non-timber forest produce (NTFPs) from scheduled forest area, community have access to
harvest and sell bamboo, tendu leaves, grasses, fuel wood, gum, honey medicinal plants etc. Under
the Rajasthan Forest Right Acts 2015 (FRA) in schedules areas, the Village Joint Forest
Management Committees are formed but not functional and active in most of the villages.
Sangathan were sensitized to revive such committees and take over the management of the forest
land demarcated for joint management.

5 Celebrating “Soil as Mother” (World Soil Day Celebration)

Under series of events pertaining to Agriculture and Tribal Sovereignty Campaign 2021-22, one
day dialogue with community was organized on 2" of Dec. 2021 to understand the importance of
soil health before World Soil Day. The dialogue was organized with objective to orient Swaraj
Mitras (sovereignty torch bearers) from around 1000 villages to organize a grand event of world
soil day on 5™ of December. The event was graced by Mr. Mahendrajeet Singh Malvia, Minster of
Water Resources and Irrigation, Government of Rajasthan. Discussion began with Prayer of Mother
Earth and Cow, both the symbols of rural livelihoods resources. On this occasion, VAAGDHARA
managed to avail 70 Sirohi Breed Goats to women farmer belonging to vulnerable families of the
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Vaagad region. The occasion was felicitated bythe Cabinet Minister Mr. M.S. Malvia and handed
over the goats to the women farmer. The promotion of improved small ruminants among the
community is one of the major strategies to execute major components of Sustainable Integrated
Farming System.

As planned with Swaraj Mitras, Thousands of hands rose together to save the soil... Pledge to improve the
health of the soil

World Soil Day has been organized every year on 5th December by the UN's Agriculture and Food
Organization in collaboration with member countries around the world. Climate change is causing
many adverse effects on soil and water. Due to abundant use of chemical fertilizers and
pesticides,soil is becoming hard and barren. The concern over deteriorating health of soil is
increasing around the world.

People all over the world organized programs at different levels to raise consciousness about
improving soil health. VAAGDHARAalso joined hands with Tribal Swaraj Organizations and
Tribal Development Forumfor celebrating “World Soil Day” in 1000 villages of the region. It was
organized in five districts of the tribal tri-junction i.e., Banswara, Dungarpur, Pratapgarh and
Jhabua, Ratlam and Dahod districts of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat. Nearly one lakh
community members participated during celebration. During the celebration, gatherings
wereconducted in villages where discussions were held onpractices neededimproving soil health.

In India and especially tribals, people have asacred relationship with soil. Most importantly,
communities are dependent on soil for their livelihood. In such a situation, it becomes even more
imperative to understand its importance and motivate actions for preservation of soil.During this
year, World Soil Day celebration wasaimed to encourage and motivate policy makers, scientists and
other stakeholders to work in a directioncontributes to improve soil health. As healthy soilensures
food security, restores changing environment and have positive impact on lives of farming
communities, deteriorating soil health has become a matter of great concern which has severe
consequences. Discussions held on true farming interventions of VAAGDHARA which focuses on
regaining soil health while adapting resilient agricultural practices.

The celebration in villages involved community institutions such as Village Development and Child
Rights Committee, Saksham Samooh,Sangathanin every village along with community members.
The grouptoured entire village with drums, informing more and more people about event and
brought soil and water from their fields to the venue for celebration. During the celebration,
panchayat representatives, ward panch and other influential members of the community also took
part in it. During discussions, special focus was given to save our heritage like agricultural
implements, small grains, traditional water resources-river, pond, step-well, well, soil, seeds,
culture, beliefs, etc. and pass on safely to future generations. These implements and tools also help
soil health in several ways.
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Agricultural experts of VAAGDHARA asked to compare soil three decades ago to its hardened
state presently. The soil has come to form due to use chemical fertilizers, medicines/ pesticides in
abundance. The decrease in humus content of soil is major concern nowadays which needs to be
cured with immediate efforts was conveyed to participants. Earlier, humus content in soil has
maintained its balance but recent agricultural practices have caused more damage to this balance in
soil. Community members resolved to maintain this balance by taking permanent effective
measures.

Vaagdhara secretary Jayesh Joshi told that we have to follow our ancestors to keep the soil fertile
and productive. Therefore, it is necessary to adopt traditional farming methodswhich includeuse
indigenous practices like manure, vermin compost to bring back to its natural form. Continuous
efforts of community are required to retain our collective heritage with us as well to future
generations. In this event, while sharing the local knowledge and methods for soil conservation, the
officials of Tribal Development organization (Sangathan) requested all the participants to
becomecognizant of land development work done by their panchayats and government to stop soil
erosion of their agricultural fields. Therefore, it becomes important for people in the village to
become conscious about village development plans and its proper implementation. It becomes
responsibility of people to suggest large number of works under land and water conservation.
Additionally, emphasis is to be laid on including tree plantation, bundling, farm pond construction,
anicut, check dam construction etc. in the village development plans, besides ensuring community
participation at all levels. At the end of the event, people took resolve to put concerted collective
effort towards this goal.

6 Potential Community Leaders and Areas of Interest for Action

While, Virasat Swaraj Yatra was running its course, numerous participants (both women and men),
especially youths were identified and listed with the help of community institutions. These
individuals were active in their socio-cultural domain and helped voluntarily in various concerns of
their villages. These heroes are rarely recognized for their efforts. These identified volunteers are
important persons for future initiative and follow-ups after culmination of Virasat Swaraj Yatra.
They will inspire other community member locally to keep alive this movement to largerpublic
base. Based onrespective interests and experience of volunteers, names were suggested by
community institutions.They were also categorized to specificareas where responsibilitytaken by
them.

Along with this, there were women farmers found to practice seed conservation. Women were
promoting natural farming practice and adopting organic fertilizers and pest management. Poultry
and livestock management is also taken up them. Volunteers are reaching to veterinary department
and organizing animal health camp for improved cattle management. They are also making
community aware about the indigenous livestock improvement by introducing the improved breed
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of local races of goats and chicks. They actively participate in PLA Chaupal and act as catalytic
agent to mobilize people to participate in GramSabhas to get their issue heard. Their participation in
gramsabhas ensures submission of people centric plans. Based on the thematic areas they are
interested in community sovereignty are namedSwaraj Mitra) say Food and Nutrition Swaraji , Jal
Swaraji, Mitti Swaraji, Beej Swaraji,VaicharikkSwaraji, Van Swaraji.These lead champion farmers
are seen as the key change agents who would be not just influencing but also create peer learning
environments.

Tablel. List of Swaraj Champion

S.No Name Age | Village Block & | Which area
district of Swaraj he
Is active in?
JSSSI HIRAN
1 Prem Bhabor 35 Kalinga Kushalgarh, Food and
Banswara nutrition
2 Vinod 32 Rag pada Nishnavat | Kushalgarh, Vaicharik
Banswara swaraj
3 Ramiji 60 Kherda Kushalgarh, Jal swaraj
Banswara
4 Hakru 45 Kushlapada Kushalgarh, Mitti Swaraj
Banswara
5 Kailash 55 Naagdha Khedpur Kushalgarh, Beej swaraj
Banswara
6 Chamna Mahida 52 Govadi Bhagatpura | Kushalgarh, Food and
Banswara nutrition
Swaraj
7 Jemli Badar Rathore | 38 Borkhedi , Badvaas | Kushalgarh, Beej Swaraj,
Chhoti Banswara Van Swaraj
8 Jorheng Damore 57 | Jhikli, Jhikli Kushalgarh, Beej Swaraj,
Banswara Van Swaraj
9 Mansingh Damore 35 | Aamlipada Kushalgarh, Mitti Swaraj
Banswara
10 Dalu Damore 54 | Aamlipada Kushalgarh, Food and
Banswara nutrition
Swaraj
11 Bhalji Damore 45 Paridia Maska | Sajjangarh, Jal and Van
Mahudi Banswara swaraj
12 Dhaar Singh Damore | 50 Chitora Khalsa, | Sajjangarh, Beej Swaraj
Dungra bada Banswara
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13 Kailsh Baria 50 Harendra garh | Sajjangarh, Beej Swargj
DungraBada Banswara
14 Nathu Garasia 43 Rohnia Jalimpura Sajjangarh, Jal Swara] &
Banswara Mitti Swaraj
15 Arjun Damore 31 ChulipadaUkala Kushalgarh, Jal Swaraj
Banswara
16 MishrimalDodiyar 48 | Vasuni Kushalgarh, Van Swaraj
Banswara
17 Bhurji Katara 49 Churada Kushalgarh, Beej swaraj
Banswara
18 Chiman Lal 28 BorekhediUkala Kushalgarh, Vaicharik
Banswara Swaraj
19 Mansingh Katara 50 | Sasavadla, Pali Badi | Sajjangarh, Vaicharik
Banswara Swaraj
20 Dev Cahand Katara | 45 Navagaon Sajjangarh, Beej Swaraj
Banswara
21 KaluzsinghDampore | 38 MagardaDamrasaat | Sajjangarh, Vann swaraj
Banswara
22 Parsingh 42 Pali Choti Sajjangarh, Mitti swaraj
Banswara
23 Sita 35 Macha Itala Sajjangarh, Food and
Banswara nutrition
Swaraj
24 Devchand Katara 45 | Saasavadla, Pali | Sajjangarh, Jal Swaraj
badi Banswara
25 HukumcahndBhabore | 58 | Vadli pada, | Kushalgarh, Mitti Swaraj
Roopgarh Banswara
26 BhadurBhabore 42 | Vadli pada, | Kushalgarh, Van Swaraj
Roopgarh Banswara
27 KhaturamBhabhunia | 36 Kharchia/ Bassi Kushalgarh, Food and
Banswara nutrition
Swaraj
28 Raichan Parmar 52 Baavli pada Kushalgarh, Beej Swaraj
Banswara
29 Sohan Lal Jhodia 38 UmariaPiplipada Bajna, Ratlam | Beej Swaraj
30 Jawari bai 39 VadlipadaAmbapada | Bajna, Ratlam | Food and
nutrition
Swaraj
31 Jeetmal Makwana 45 Khatavla, Thandla Jal Swaraj
GoriaKhandan Jhabua
32 Papulal 45 GoriaKhandan Thandla Beej Swaraj
Jhabua
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33 HomjiBhabore 40 Bihar, Bihar Thandla Food and
Jhabua nutrition
Swaraj
34 Suba Munia 46 Bhimpura, Thandla Mitti Swaraj
Bhimpura Jhabua
35 MalsinghHukia 40 RojiaRojia Thandla Van Swaraj
Jhabua
JSSSI MAHI
36 BhagwanDass 62 | Sargote Sabla, Vaicharik
Dungarpur Swaraj
37 Babulal 50 | Sada Asspur Vaicharik
Dungarpur Swaraj
38 Gangaram Damor 55 | Tekla Sabla Motti Swaraj
Dungarpur
39 Arjun Lal 42 | Sada Asspur Motti Swaraj
Dungarpur
40 Dalia 59 GadaNathji Asspur Van Swaraj
Dungarpur
41 Shankar Lal Tamatiya Sabla Van Swaraj
Dungarpur
42 Kanto Lal 46 Dhani Sabla Beej Swaraj
Dungarpur
43 Narayan lal 58 Dad Aspur Beej Swaraj
Dungarpur
44 Jashoda Devi/ Pankaj | 38 Ravat Pura, Daangal Ghatol, Beej Swaraj,
Mahida Banswara Food and
Nutrition
Swaraj
45 Ganga/ Jeeval ram 28 Daangal Ghatol, Jal swaraj,
Banswara Food and
Nutrition
Swaraj
46 Meera Devi 47 | Jhajore Ghatol, Beej Swargj
Banswara
47 Saagar Devi 41 Badi Paadal Ghatol, Beej Swargj
Banswara
48 Hantu Devi 45 Kherva Ghatol, Beej Swaraj
Banswara
49 Roop lal Berod 50 | Borda Ghatol, Jal swaraj,
Banswara
50 Naaku Ram 40 Mota Tanda, Ghatol, Van Swaraj
Silthiya Banswara

17 |Page




52 Papulal 32 Malniya/ Amasingh | Ghatol, Jal Swargj,
ka Gadha Banswara Beej Swargj
53 Kaishiya Bhai 58 Dhani Lamba Ghatol, Food and
PeepalAmasingh ka | Banswara Nutrition
Gadha
54 Pawan Kumar 45 Undvela. Paadla Ghatol, Van Sawraj,
Banswara Jal Swaraj
55 Vaji Devi 54 Futiya Dungri/ Ghatol, Food and
Miyasa Banswara nutrition, Beej
Swaraj
56 Indra Devi 48 Goj Rathore / Ghatol, Food and
Miyasa Banswara nutrition, Beej
Swaraj
57 Sharda 49 Daangal Ghatol, Food and
Banswara nutrition
58 Deep Chand 35 Mahudi Kheda/ Bori | Peepalkhnut, Van Swaraj
Pratapgarh Jal Swaraj
59 Jnuma Parmeshwar 38 Mahudi Kheda/ Bori | Peepalkhnut, Van Swaraj
Pratapgarh Jal Swaraj,
Beej sawraj
60 Goutam Lal 40 Bori/ Bori Peepalkhnut, Mitti Swaraj,
Pratapgarh Vaicharik
Swaraj
JSSSI MANGARH
61 Mitha Lal 39 Hadmat Gangadtalai Food and
Garasai Banswara Nutrition
Swaraj
62 Mansukh lal | 45 | Sali Gangadtalai Mitti 7 van
Banswara Swaraj
63 JassiBhabore | 53 | Jhanbudi Gangadtalai Beej Swargj
Banswara
64 Savita 39 Chapra, Charkani Gangadtalai Beej and Jal
Garasia Banswara Swaraj
65 Mohanlal 51 | JuniTimbi, Zehar Anandpuri Beej and Jal
Makwana Banswara Swaraj
66 Dhanpal 40 Falva/ Falva Anandpuri Mitti Swaraj
Ayad Banswara
67 Santosh Pargi | 35 ChikliBadra / Chikli | Anandpuri Food and
Teja Banswara Nutrition
Swaraj
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Annexure 1: Community Institutions

Village Development and Child Rights Committee (VDCRC)

VDCRC is gender balanced committee of 25 members which works towards village development

and realization of child-friendly environment in the village. Members of VDCRC come from
different hamlets in the village and meet regularly to discuss issues related to development at
village level. VDCRC with help of facilitation by Swaraj Mitra regularly organize “Gram Chopal”
in village where different stakeholder responsible for village development initiatives and village
members come to discuss different issues and find solutions. Session of “Gram Chopal” is in form
of Participatory Learning and Action which helps Swaraj Mitra in facilitation for sustainable

solutions to local problems.
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Saksham Samooh (SS)

Saksham Samoohs are women groups in 1000 intervention village of VAAGDHARA also known

as Smart Women Farmer’s Group. In each village, there exists a Saksham Samooh which comprises
of 20 women from different directions/hamlets in village to collectively work on Sustainable
Integrated Farming System (SIFS). With the help of facilitation by Swaraj Mitra Saksham Samooh
organizes Participatory Learning and Action session regularly to learn about SIFS. Thereafter,
Women members in Saksham Samooh extend their learning to other five women in their hamlet for
adoption. Meanwhile they discuss several concerns in agriculture.

Janjatiye Swaraj Sangathan (JSS)

Janjatiye Swaraj Sangathan is people’s organization facilitated by VAAGDHARA which is formed
for geographically proximate 35-40 villages. Members of VDCRC and Saksham Samooh are part of
it. A gender balanced core group of 18-20 leaders is chosen from VDCRC and Saksham Samooh of
all 35-40 villages by themselves with representation from all Gram Panchayats encompassing the
sangathans work area. Sangathan’s core group of leaders meet regularly to discuss common issues
which come out on “Gram Chopals” . These issues are advocated at panchayat, block and district
level of administration for their solutions. Sangathans raise people’s voice reaching to different
authorities concerned. Currently, there are 27 JSS facilitated by VAAGDHARA through 3 Janjatiye
Swaraj Sangathan Sahyog Ikais (Facilitation Units) i.e. MAHI, MANGARH and HIRAN.
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7 Annexure 2: Photo gallery
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8 Annexure 3: Media Coverage
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9 Annexure 4: List of farmers exhibited seeds and local Bio-diversity
Camps
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22.| aArgw/ogferT HAT, W, g
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52. | qft EIEES

53. | qftag o=t

54. | F@ TS,

55. | =T ElED]

56. | T Fagadt

33|Page




57. | e T IS EEIEIE]

58. | aTq FarET LIS kRS Hrarder

59. | far T AT il

60. | FaTET EIEKES =t

61. | doft FHraT SHETAT | e

62. | for=T qra=t SHETAT | e, e, e
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82. | Av= FAATZEAT | THEETET | T
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FaT/FTA e FTHAAT FIEAATAT | HET
Faer/erEstt BEIRIE AT ATTHERT
FHATHETT ELl EL =TT, 7T
At/ el i Fe
FTALT /AT ELl T ATAFAG,
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24. | qeaT/ATSIRT TFTIRT FUSHALT | ThaAGT, A=
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46. | qrrer/faser FHATITET TIETHIAT | AH RIS, AT, foeer
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